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Wharf House 1771
Centreville

Private

This large brick house was constructed in 1771
by William Hopper, a prominant figure in Queen Anne's
County throughout the latter part of the 18th century.
One of the largest houses in the area at the time of
its construction, Wharf House is one of the finest and
most carefully preserved 18th century dwellings in
the county. The superb interior woodwork includes
a handsome open-string stair, an unusual interior
cornice and fretwork window architraves. The two
story frame wing and stone meat house are also 18th
century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wharf House, also known as Dockery's Lot, is
sited on high ground on the point formed by the
east and west branches of Corsica Creek. The house
faces southeast, toward Centreville, adjacent to
the intersection of the o0ld roads leading from
Centreville to Corsica Neck and to Spaniards Neck.
The house was built in 1771, however, and therefore
predates both Centreville and Centreville Wharf,
which have grown up around it.

The main house is brick, two-and-one-half
stories high, five bays wide and one room deep.
An early two story frame wing extends from the
southwest gable of the house, and a small frame
addition to the southwest of this has bridged the
remaining gap between the house and a stone meat
house. This meat house is 18th century in date,
and may well have been built at the same time as
the house,

The brickwork on the southeast facade of the
main house is laid in Flemish bond above a plain
watertable and a three course bond foundation.

A three course Flemish bond belt course is carried
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large brick house was constructed in 1771
by William Hopper, a prominant figure in Queen Anne's
County throughout the latter part of the 18th century.
The house stands on a small parcel of a tract known
as Dockery's Lot and overlooks Centreville Landing,
the center of maritime commerce on Corsica Creek
for over 200 years. At the time it was constructed,

the primary focus of economic activity in this area

was the Corsica tobacco inspection warehouse,
located within a short distance of the house, and
Chester Mill, farther up the south branch of the
creek. In 1792, the new town of Centreville was
laid out on the adjoining tract of Chesterfield,
owned by the Nicholson family. As the town of
Centreville grew the wharf area expanded in
importance and by the late 19th century was the

center of a thriving maritime trade that linked

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTICON

across the facade. The entrance door is located in

the center bay with two nine-over-nine windows f£lanking
the door on the first floor and five ninﬁ-oﬁer—uix
windows on the second. All first and second-floor

windows have rusticated wood lintels with raised

keystone blocks., There are four cellar windows, énn
nlaced directly brlqw ecach first floor window. Three
gable roof six-over-six dermers are nyuwﬁtrically arranged
on the third floor. These apoear to be later, but

framing evidence is concealed by nlaster on the interior,
and could not be examined. The front door is paneled

and agt off by a five light transom and extremely fine
surround, The surround is comnosed of reeded nilasters
flanking the door with scrolled brackets supporting a

bold cornice composed of a crown mold, a fascia board

with tryglvrhs, and a bed mold decorated with wall-of-troy
dentils. The molded door surround has crossetted

corners, while the janhs and soffit are paneled. Fur ther
elcgance on this facade is derived f£rom a bold cornice
consisting of a deen soffit with a =imnle crown mold

and a complex bhot
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7.5 DESCRIPTION
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7.6 DESCRIPTION

The overnantel consists of a complex crossetted
surround, Other refinement is nrovided by a dentil
block interior cornice, crossetted door and window
surrounds, and a chairrail and baseboard.

The main stairway is carried on un to the third
floor, which is »nlastered but unheated and very Dl:'w_in.
This floor was »robably used for extra sleening chambers
and storage.

The cellar is divided into two rooms, with the
partition located below the northeast wall of the
first floor hall. There is an arched recess in the
base ht:lo'-.-r the northeast chimney. The base for the

southwest chimnev is solid. The foundation for the

exterior walls is rough fieldstone helow ground level,

(W
B
J

The frame addition to the southwest gable is twvo

stories high and three bavs wide,' It has been coanletely
renoveted at least twice | and retains t"n,'ll‘.l’ scattered
evidence of its original -a»earance. at oresent,

the fenestration nattern consist of an ol or doo!

in the nortl st bay of the southeast 1icade, with two
six-over-si indows on the first floor and three

£1X=~0n% -5ix windows on the s~cond floor. ©n the
northwest facade there are three six-over-six windows

( ch £l . The uti t bl 11 cntirel
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Centreville with Baltimore, Norfolk, and the smaller
towns throughout the Chesapeake. While changes in
economic patterns and transportation have since‘curtailed
the importance of the Centreville waterfront, residential
growth has gradually spread along the old road to the
wharf, now known as Chesterfield Avenue, and today
Wharf House is part of a cuiet residential neighbor-
hood.

The social importance of William Hoppner is clearly
expressed in the architectural detailing of the house.
In size alone it was one of the largest houses in this
part of the county, and displays some of the finest
brickwork and interior woodwork in the county. The
gable walls of both first floor parlours were fully
paneled, and a handsome open string stair rises to the
third floor. Although the paneling was moved to New
York earlier in this century, the stairway, a superb
interior cornice, and unusual fretwork window archi-
traves have survived in place. Other notable details
include the rusticated window lintels and the handsome
pedimented entrance door. The two story frame wing

and the stone meat house also date to the 18th century.
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. Warf House (part of Chesterfield, Dockery’s Lot)

Chesterfield Ave.

Centreville

Centreville Quad.

Queen Anne’s Co.
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Wwharf Hoosse

Mary McCarthy
. Spring/Summer 2003

Digital color photo on file at MHT
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